EXCAVATION AND EXPLORATION

notably to those in Brahml, late Gupta, early Sarada, and Kharoshthi
at Khalatse on rocks, and in Sarada at Dras on the tenth-century
Buddhist stele sculptures, first noticed by Vigne. Impressions of
these inscriptions, on expert examination, disclosed some personal
Indian names.

Epigraphy dated the peculiar type of " Mon " chorten, thought

to be Bon and numerous near Rgya, Ubshi and Martselang, to

c.   700-900  A.D.   (Plates  XXVIb,  XXXIa).    To  the  same  period

Francke attributes certain of the stone sculptures common near

Leh and elsewhere (Plates XXXII, XXXIV), as well as many ruined

castles and burial chambers.   He holds that in Ladakh the term

"Mon" often means Dard (Hbrog-pa).    The cephalic indices of

dolichocephalic skulls from the Teu-gser-po stone burial cells near

Leh, which also contained pottery, bronze, iron and one gold object

(Plates XXVIII, XXIXa), are characteristic of heads known to be

Dard, so other similar burials near Rong (map, Latho) and Rgya

appear to be Dard.   Not a few place-names in Ladakh, such as

Hemis, Hanu, Esu, etc., are noted as being of Dard origin. Shallow

rock-carvings, dating back to pre-Buddhist Bon times, of ibex,

svastikas, the holy willow, the sun, at Lha-ri, Spiti and Dongga,

west of Kargil (Plate XLIV), represent a type common also in Lahul

and Zangskar.   Francke's notes on such remains, and on religious

survivals and folk-lore, especially the Gesar myth, open up a wide

and almost new field of pre-Buddhist research.

On this journey Francke directed his attention mainly to the
more ancient remains, but he also describes the later structures,
monasteries and mani-waHs, which were erected in great numbers,
especially in the seventeenth century. King Sen-ge-rnam-rgyaTs
reign (c. 1590-1635 A.D.) was a period of great building activity in
Ladakh. Francke acquired a number of small antiquities, detailed
in Appendix A, of which 79 went to the Indian Museum, Calcutta,